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Welcome,
Osmotherley Pre-school is an inclusive, award winning setting and has an
excellent reputation within North Yorkshire. The setting is a registered charity
and a member of the Pre-school Learning Alliance. It is open Monday to
Friday, term-time only, and situated on the same site as the village primary
school. It is well resourced with extensive access to the outdoors; free-flow
continuous provision is promoted, with a specific emphasis on being ‘forest
friendly’. Staff respect children’s individuality and uniqueness and work very
closely with parents. Ofsted judged the setting outstanding in many areas and
our report speaks for itself. For more detailed information please log onto
www.ofsted.gov.uk. Gill Hunton is an experienced and highly qualified
manager, a leading early years practitioner with the local authority and a
qualified forest school leader. Gill was closely involved with the Every Child a
Talker (ECaT) project for three years, holds an Early Years degree and is an
Early Years Professional (EYP). The setting employs four additional staff; all
are level three qualified and have paediatric first aid and food hygiene
qualifications. A breakfast club operates from 8.00am, for both pre-school and
primary

school

children;

school

pupils

are

escorted

into

the

playground/classrooms at 8.45am. The setting is open every day as follows –
Monday and Friday 8.00am until 12.00 noon. On Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday we remain open until 5.30pm. School pupils can also attend our after
school club from 3.30pm onwards; a member of the pre-school team will collect
pupils from school. In addition, provision is available from 8.00am until 5.30 pm
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday during the holiday periods except
for the Christmas and New Year period; this is however, subject to demand.
Holiday provision is for any child who attends any pre-school or primary school
and must be booked and paid for in advance. We pride ourselves in operating
an open-door policy, so please do not hesitate to call in or, if you prefer, contact
us on 01609 883138 for further information.
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Staff and Qualifications
Manager & Special Needs Coordinator (Senco)
Gill Hunton
BA (Hons) Young Children’s Learning and Development
Early Years Professional (EYP)
Local Authority Lead Early Years Practitioner
Forest School Leader
Assistant Manager
Lesley Hore
Assistant Forest School Leader
Level 3 Children’s and Young People’s Workforce Diploma
Paediatric Nursing experience
Level 3 Practitioners
Sally Farrow
Helen Coning
Lauren Clemmit
All hold Diploma in Pre-school Practice
Level 2 Practitioner
Sam Atkinson
Volunteer
Sally Hunton (Assistant Forest School Leader)
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Officers and Committee
Chair
Dr. Anthea Howlett BDS
Secretary
Kerry Southall
Treasurer
Lucy Sillars
BA (Hons), ACA, PMP
Committee
Amy Callin
Rachel Ward
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Osmotherley Pre-school adheres to the standards that the revised Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) sets out and recognises the emphasis that is placed upon Positive
Relationships and Partnership with Parents. We also incorporate Forest School philosophy
into our high quality provision and we firmly believe that this combination recognises all
children’s uniqueness and individuality and nurtures their holistic development.
What is the revised 2012 Early Years Foundation Stage?
This builds upon the earlier 2008 EYFS Framework by taking forward recommendations
from the 2011Tickell Review. It outlines the standards for learning, development and care,
for children from birth to five, and consists of seven areas with all being equally important
and inter-connected.
The three prime areas are:
•

communication and language

•

physical development

•

personal and social development

There are also four specific areas and these are:
•

literacy

•

mathematics

•

understanding the world

•

expressive arts and design

You can find further details about the EYFS statutory and non-statutory guidance by
logging onto the websites below
www.foundationyears.org.uk
www.education.gov.uk/publications
www.early-education.org.uk
www.pre-school.org.uk
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Inclusive! Inspirational!
Fun, challenging, exciting!
It’s for everyone!
Forest School activities combine all areas of learning in a natural way and research
demonstrates the positive impact they have upon health, social skills and behaviour as well
as language, communication and emotional intelligence. Activities promote confidence,
independence and self-esteem through sensory, hands-on learning experiences and offer
all children opportunities to achieve.

Please log onto www.northyorksforestschooltraining.com for further information about forest
school in North Yorkshire. The following websites also provide additional information
www.tactyc.org.uk/;pdfs/Reflection-Knight.pdf
www.foresteducation.org
Our vision of incorporating forest school philosophy into our unique pre-school ethos has
recently been enhanced through participation in the local authority’s Quality First project.
We aim to raise awareness about conservation and looking after the environment by reusing
and recycling materials and objects that would otherwise be thrown away. The involvement
of a local artist who works alongside the children encourages individual creativity, curiosity
and reflective thinking. Influences of Reggio Emilia and Froebellian philosophy are visible
throughout the setting and demonstrate our commitment to deliver quality provision. We feel
that Einstein’s famous quote reinforces our approach.
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We have a unique rapport with the village primary school and our transition arrangements
ensure that it is a natural next step for children moving on the latter phase of the Foundation
Stage.

How to register your child with us
Children may start pre-school once they reach two years old. If you are already attending
Grasshoppers, the mother and toddler group in the village, then it is highly likely that you
will be known to us, as Gill Hunton, our manager, visits the group regularly. It is also likely
that other parents may have mentioned pre-school to you and explained the process.
However, for those who are not yet known to us, a telephone call or an initial visit is all it
takes. We operate an open-door policy and, staffing ratios permitting, welcome prospective
families to call in if they are passing – we have found that existing children really enjoy
showing others around the setting, but should you prefer it, a more formal meeting can be
arranged. Our manager explains and completes the paperwork with you and also discusses
settling in arrangements.

We joined in the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations - Maisy painted this fantastic picture
to commemorate the event.
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How will my child’s needs be met?
A key person is allocated to each child and this ensures that every child’s care is tailored to
meet individual needs. A key person helps new arrivals and their family to settle in and
ensures continuity of care; this is of particular importance and lessens the separation anxiety
between children and their parents/carers. If your child is in the nappy stage when he/she
starts, do not worry; all we ask is that you provide us with nappies and wipes.
We will work with you during toilet training and implement the same routines that you have
in place at home. If toilet ‘accidents’ occur, key persons will clean and change your child we have an ample supply of appropriate clean clothing but you may send your child with an
extra set of clothes from home. Wet or soiled clothes will be put into a carrier bag and given
to you at home time.
If your child still requires a nap – no problem! We have quiet areas with soft cushions should
your child fall asleep whilst playing and need a power nap. Should this happen, the child’s
key person will stay close-by and ensure that the area remains hazard free- a child will never
be left unattended.
If your child becomes ill at pre-school then the following will happen. Coughs and colds
infrequently cause concerns but If your child becomes ‘out of sorts’ or develops a rash (such
as chickenpox) we will contact you in the first instance, or one of the named persons you
identified on the registration form, to come and collect your child. Pre-school policy does not
allow staff to administer medication unless a specific care plan is in place. If your child is too
ill to attend pre-school please let us know before 9.30am if possible. Invoices are prepared
in advance and for those children who are not in receipt of government funding, absences
will be charged for. However, should a prolonged absence be anticipated please do discuss
this with the manager as soon as possible.
What happens if you get held up and are unable to collect your child on time?
If this happens please telephone us as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made.
Being a few minutes late is not a huge problem but costs are incurred should this happen
regularly or more than15 minutes after the designated collection time. However, we do
acknowledge unexpected emergencies and that parking in the village can be a problem.
Pre-school policy regarding ‘uncollected children’ will be implemented should we be unable
to contact any of the named people on the registration form.
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The transition from home to pre-school is a shared process and this is discussed with you
prior to your child starting pre-school. Staff respect and understand that all parents/carers
are unique individuals in much the same way as the children in our care are, and settling-in,
for some children and parents, takes longer than it does for others. Mutual trust must be
established before all concerned can feel safe, secure and comfortable and it is the
responsibility of all staff, not just designated key persons, to provide reassurance when it is
required. We welcome parents/carers to stay until they feel ready to step back and
encourage discussion about any concerns or issues.

How we keep your child safe
We take this extremely seriously and Osmotherley Pre-school is committed to working with
children, parents and the community to ensure the safety of all children in our care. Gill
Hunton is designated person responsible for all aspects of safeguarding, behaviour, and
special educational /additional needs. Lesley Hore is the designated deputy for special
educational/additional needs, behaviour and safeguarding. However, we emphasise that
behaviour management and safeguarding is a collective responsibility and is regulated by
The Childcare Act 2006 and guidance set out by the Local Safeguarding Children Board
(LSCB). Each child is assigned a key person before they start our setting, and this helps to
ensure that every child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs. A key person helps
children and their families settle in and become familiar with our setting and are identified in
each child’s Home/School books. A Home/School book is an additional means of
communication that aids the sharing of information and helps to build relationships with
parents and any other setting that a child may also attend. The books are located on our
Parent Shelf and can be taken home; this additional information allows us to build up a
picture of children’s lives away from the setting. Children learn best when they are healthy,
safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive
relationships with the adults who care for them. All staff update training in this area every
three years or whenever government legislation dictates. Kerri Southall is the person
responsible for e-safety and liaises closely with Gill Hunton.

How much does it cost?
The Government currently provides 15 hours of free nursery education for children
beginning the term after their 3rd birthday and this can be taken up in a variety of ways.
Breakfast club, lunch club and our afternoon session can be included in the entitlement,
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making our opening hours very flexible. Hours in excess of the 15hour entitlement must be
paid for and invoices clearly identify any additional costs as well as free entitlements. For
children who are not eligible for free nursery education or who take up additional sessions,
we charge £10.50 for a 3hour session. We always aim to meet needs as best we can so
please discuss your requirements with us.
Snack time
Prior to starting pre-school, our admissions procedure discusses and records special health
requirements such as food allergies, intolerances, and preferences, in order for us to meet
individual needs. We are experienced in providing gluten/wheat free alternatives and expect
parents to keep us informed of any changes to their child’s dietary requirements. We provide
a variety of healthy, nutritious snacks e.g. pieces of fruit and raw vegetables, toast, cheese,
crackers and milk or water to drink. Fresh drinking water is available at all times and children
are able to access individually named water bottles throughout the session. We operate a
café style snack-time both indoors and outdoors, as well as picnics in dens and the garden
areas.

Breakfast Club
This is available every morning from 8.00am onwards, allowing parents/carers much needed
flexibility with work commitments. Although prior booking is preferable, we understand that
unforeseen events do not always allow for this and a telephone call can be made to Gill at
home, in exceptional circumstances. Children are offered a choice of fruit juices, milk,
breakfast cereals, toast and fresh fruit. This service can only operate if two members of staff
are on site and costs are currently set at £5 per child. However, this is subject to change
and is reviewed annually.
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Lunch Club
This is incorporated into sessions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays and can be
included as part of the free 15hour entitlement. Children bring their own packed lunch and
drink. As we operate a healthy eating policy we encourage parents to bear this in mind when
selecting items for lunch boxes; as some lunch boxes are very similar and in order to avoid
confusion, we also advise parents/carers to clearly identify them with their child’s name.

If you have a problem or an issue that causes you concern, please talk to our manager in
the first instance, or our chairperson. Confidentiality will be respected at all times. In the
event of a complaint or indeed, a compliment, please refer to the appropriate books located
on the Parent Shelf. Pre-school has an established complaints procedure in place and a
copy of the policy is available upon request.
Ofsted
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
Telephone: 0300 123 1231
Website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

11

